
 2021 Central High School Summer Reading  

 We are encouraging all students entering grades 9-12 to read one book (two books if enrolled in 

Central Magnet) from a list of seventeen choices. The choices selected represent a range of 

reading levels, a mix of genres, and demonstrate high interest for young adults. As you read 

either fiction or non-fiction, take notes on: the characters, conflicts, themes, setting, resolution 

and any other literary elements that you observe the author using to bring a deeper meaning to 

the text. Quotes may include examples of imagery, symbolism, word choice, or a passage that 

resonates with you as a reader.  Students who complete the summer reading will be given an 

opportunity to participate in verbal and/ or written discourse about the book(s).  You may be 

asked to complete an in-class book talk or writing assessment during the third week of school.  

You may utilize your notes to complete your book-talk/writing assessment; students will receive 

extra credit for their additional work regarding the summer reading selections. 

 

 Read one (1) book (two if enrolled in Central Magnet).  Take notes on the books you’ve 

read.  Bring these notes to class to use with the in-class book talk/writing assessment. 

Date Due:  Week of September 15th 

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

 Summer Reading List: Central High School                                                

Americanized: Rebel Without a Green Card, Sara Saedi                                                                          

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, by Rebecca Skloot                                                                         

The Gilded Ones by Namina Forna                                                                                                             

Black Enough Edited by Ibi Zoboi                                                                                                              

Internment by Samira Ahmed                                                                                                               

Little and Lion by Brandy Colbert                                                                                                             

All Boys Aren’t Blue: A Memoir-Manifesto by George M. Johnson                                                    

Color Me In by Natasha Diaz                                                                                                          

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism and You; written and adapted with Ibram X. Kendi                                   

More Happy Than Not by Adam Silvera                                                                                                 

The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo                                                                                                           

Dear Justyce by Nic Stone                                                                                                                    

Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead                                                                                                      

Almost American Girl by Robin Ha                                                                                                       

SLAY by Brittney Morris                                                                                                                     

Swing by Kwame Alexander with Mary Rand Hess                                                                          

Fresh Ink: An Anthology of Short Stories by Contemporary Authors of Diversity 

NOTE:  9th grade students may choose to read a book from our previous summer reading 

lists.  These titles are on reserve, as well, at the North Branch Library. 

 



 

 

Americanized: Rebel Without a Green Card, Sara Saedi, (grades 9  -12) Lexile level 

1030  

America is the only home Sara has known; she arrived in the United States at the age of two. She 

is faced with the possibility of being sent back to a country she does not remember if her secret is 

revealed. This memoir is an engaging look into the issues associated with immigration through 

the eyes of a girl born in Tehran, Iran as she shares her experiences of adolescence, fear, and 

hope after she learns of her illegal immigrant status. The story of Sara Saedi addresses what it is 

like for a teen to face the struggles associated with labels, stereotypes, and fear of deportation, 

when she wants nothing more than to belong and feel safe.  It is written with humor and is easily 

accessible for readers grades 8-12.  

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, by Rebecca Skloot, (328 pages) Lexile Level 

1140  Grades 10-12 

“Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know here as HeLa. She was a poor black 

tobacco farmer whose cells- taken without her knowledge in 1951- became one of the most 

important tools in medicine, vital for developing the polio vaccine, cloning, gene mapping, and 

more. Henrietta’s cells have been bought and sold by the billions, yet she remains virtually 

unknown, and her family can’t afford health insurance. This phenomenal New York Times 

bestseller tells a riveting story of the collision between ethics, race, and medicine; of scientific 

discovery and faith healing; and of a daughter consumed with questions about the mother she 

never knew.” Quote from The New Yorker    

The Gilded Ones by Namina Forna 780L 

Sixteen-year-old Deka lives in fear and anticipation of the blood ceremony that will determine 

whether she will become a member of her village. Already different from everyone else because 

of her unnatural intuition, Deka prays for red blood so she can finally feel like she belongs. 

But on the day of the ceremony, her blood runs gold, the color of impurity–and Deka knows she 

will face a consequence worse than death. 

Then a mysterious woman comes to her with a choice: stay in the village and submit to her fate, 

or leave to fight for the emperor in an army of girls just like her. They are called alaki–near-

immortals with rare gifts. And they are the only ones who can stop the empire's greatest threat. 

Knowing the dangers that lie ahead yet yearning for acceptance, Deka decides to leave the only 

life she's ever known. But as she journeys to the capital to train for the biggest battle of her life, 

she will discover that the great walled city holds many surprises. Nothing and no one are quite 

what they seem to be–not even Deka herself. 

 



 

 

Black Enough Edited by Ibi Zoboi ± 750L 

Edited by National Book Award finalist Ibi Zoboi, and featuring some of the most acclaimed 

bestselling Black authors writing for teens today—Black Enough is an essential collection of 

captivating stories about what it’s like to be young and Black in America. A selection of the 

Schomburg Center's Black Liberation Reading List. 

Black is...sisters navigating their relationship at summer camp in Portland, Oregon, as written 

by Renée Watson. 

Black is…three friends walking back from the community pool talking about nothing and 

everything, in a story by Jason Reynolds. 

Black is…Nic Stone’s high-class beauty dating a boy her momma would never approve of. 

Black is…two girls kissing in Justina Ireland’s story set in Maryland. 

Black is urban and rural, wealthy and poor, mixed race, immigrants, and more—because there 

are countless ways to be Black enough. 

Internment by Samira Ahmed 660L 

Rebellions are built on hope. 

Set in a horrifying near-future United States, seventeen-year-old Layla Amin and her parents are 

forced into an internment camp for Muslim American citizens. 

With the help of newly made friends also trapped within the internment camp, her boyfriend on 

the outside, and an unexpected alliance, Layla begins a journey to fight for freedom, leading a 

revolution against the camp's Director and his guards. 

Heart-racing and emotional, Internment challenges readers to fight complicit silence that exists 

in our society today. 

Little and Lion by Brandy Colbert 820L 

A stunning novel on love, identity, loss, and redemption. 

When Suzette comes home to Los Angeles from her boarding school in New England, she's isn't 

sure if she'll ever want to go back. L.A. is where her friends and family are (as well as her crush, 

Emil). And her stepbrother, Lionel, who has been diagnosed with bipolar disorder, needs her 

emotional support. 

But as she settles into her old life, Suzette finds herself falling for someone new...the same girl 

her brother is in love with. When Lionel's disorder spirals out of control, Suzette is forced to 

confront her past mistakes and find a way to help her brother before he hurts himself--or worse. 



All Boys Aren’t Blue: A Memoir-Manifesto by George M. Johnson 890L 

In a series of personal essays, prominent journalist and LGBTQIA+ activist George M. Johnson 

explores his childhood, adolescence, and college years in New Jersey and Virginia. From the 

memories of getting his teeth kicked out by bullies at age five, to flea marketing with his loving 

grandmother, to his first sexual relationships, this young-adult memoir weaves together the trials 

and triumphs faced by Black queer boys. 

Both a primer for teens eager to be allies as well as a reassuring testimony for young queer men 

of color, All Boys Aren't Blue covers topics such as gender identity, toxic masculinity, 

brotherhood, family, structural marginalization, consent, and Black joy. Johnson's emotionally 

frank style of writing will appeal directly to young adults. 

Color Me In by Natasha Diaz (950L) 

Debut YA author Natasha Díaz pulls from her personal experience to inform this powerful coming-of-age 

novel about the meaning of friendship, the joyful beginnings of romance, and the racism and religious 

intolerance that can both strain a family to the breaking point and strengthen its bonds... Growing up in 

an affluent suburb of New York City, sixteen-year-old Nevaeh Levitz never thought much about her biracial 

roots. When her Black mom and Jewish dad split up, she relocates to her mom's family home in Harlem and is 

forced to confront her identity for the first time.... It's only when Nevaeh stumbles upon a secret from her 

mom's past, finds herself falling in love, and sees firsthand the prejudice her family faces that she begins to 

realize she has a voice. And she has choices. Will she continue to let circumstances dictate her path? Or will 

she find power in herself and decide once and for all who and where she is meant to be? 

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism and You; written and adapted with Ibram X. Kendi 

(Grades 9-12) 1000L 

Award winning YA author Jason Reynolds writes to make reading cool again, which he accomplishes in 

this remix of Ibram X. Kendi’s Stamped. Written with young adults in mind, this book is a fast-paced, 

quick read that brings historical and current events to life in a way that school can’t. This must-read is a 

true conversation with the author who brings his own experiences as a young black man to the table 

where he hopes to inspire readers to identify and stamp out racism in our daily lives.  

More Happy Than Not by Adam Silvera ...Grades 9-12 Lexile 850L 

In the months after his father's suicide, it's been tough for sixteen-year-old Aaron Soto to find happiness 

again—but he's still gunning for it. With the support of his girlfriend Genevieve and his overworked mom, he's 

slowly remembering what that might feel like. But grief and the smile-shaped scar on his wrist prevent him 

from forgetting completely.  
When Genevieve leaves for a couple of weeks, Aaron spends all his time hanging out with this new guy, 

Thomas. Aaron's crew notices, and they're not exactly thrilled. But Aaron can't deny the happiness Thomas 

brings or how Thomas makes him feel safe from himself, despite the tensions their friendship is stirring with 

his girlfriend and friends. Since Aaron can't stay away from Thomas or turn off his newfound feelings for him, 

he considers turning to the Leteo Institute's revolutionary memory-alteration procedure to straighten himself 

out, even if it means forgetting who he truly is.  
Why does happiness have to be so hard? 

 



The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo (HL800L) 

Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body grew into 

curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. 

But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a 

leather notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers—especially after she catches feelings for a boy in 

her bio class named Aman, who her family can never know about. 

With Mami’s determination to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, Xiomara understands that 

her thoughts are best kept to herself. So, when she is invited to join her school’s slam poetry club, she doesn’t 

know how she could ever attend without her mami finding out. But she still can’t stop thinking about 

performing her poems. 

Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be silent. 

Almost American Girl by Robin Ha (age 13-18 Graphic Novel  850L)  

For as long as she can remember, it's been Robin and her mom against the world. Growing up in 

the 1990s as the only child of a single mother in Seoul, Korea, wasn't always easy, but it has 

bonded them fiercely together. 

So, when a vacation to visit friends in Huntsville, Alabama, unexpectedly becomes a permanent 

relocation—following her mother's announcement that she's getting married—Robin is 

devastated. Overnight, her life changes. She is dropped into a new school where she doesn't 

understand the language and struggles to keep up. She is completely cut off from her friends at 

home and has no access to her beloved comics. At home, she doesn't fit in with her new step-

family. And worst of all, she is furious with the one person she is closest to—her mother. 

Then one day Robin's mother enrolls her in a local comic drawing class, which opens the 

window to a future Robin could never have imagined. 

SLAY by Brittney Morris (Ages 13-18 Lexile 930) 

By day, seventeen-year-old Kiera Johnson is an honors student, a math tutor, and one of the only 

Black kids at Jefferson Academy. But at home, she joins hundreds of thousands of Black gamers 

who duel worldwide as Nubian personas in the secret multiplayer online role-playing card game, 

SLAY. No one knows Kiera is the game developer, not her friends, her family, not even her 

boyfriend, Malcolm, who believes video games are partially responsible for the “downfall of the 

Black man.” 

But when a teen in Kansas City is murdered over a dispute in the SLAY world, news of the game 

reaches mainstream media, and SLAY is labeled a racist, exclusionist, violent hub for thugs and 

criminals. Even worse, an anonymous troll infiltrates the game, threatening to sue Kiera for 

“anti-white discrimination.” 

Driven to save the only world in which she can be herself, Kiera must preserve her secret 

identity and harness what it means to be unapologetically Black in a world intimidated by 

Blackness. But can she protect her game without losing herself in the process? 



Fresh Ink: An Anthology of Short Stories by Contemporary Authors of Diversity 

(209 pages) HL 700L 

Careful—you are holding fresh ink. And not hot-off-the-press, still-drying-in-your-hands ink. 

Instead, you are holding twelve stories with endings that are still being written—whose next 

chapters are up to you. Because these stories are meant to be read. And shared. 

Thirteen of the most accomplished YA authors deliver a label-defying anthology that includes ten 

short stories, a graphic novel, and a one-act play from Walter Dean Myers never before in-print. 

This collection addresses topics like gentrification, acceptance, untimely death, coming out, and 

poverty and ranges in genre from contemporary realistic fiction to adventure and romance. It 

will inspire you to break conventions, bend the rules, and color outside the lines. All you need is 

fresh ink. 

Swing by Kwame Alexander with Mary Rand Hess HL610L 

Things usually do not go as planned for seventeen-year-old Noah. He and his best friend Walt 

have just been cut from the high school baseball team for the third year in a row, and it looks 

like Noah's love interest since fifth grade, Samantha, will never take it past the "best friend" 

zone. But Walt has big plans for them both, which include making a baseball comeback, getting 

the girl, and finally becoming cool. As always, Noah is reluctant, but decides to take a risk after 

discovering a trove of old love letters and an appreciation of jazz music after a stop at the thrift 

store-letters and a groove that inspire him to send a few love notes of his own. But just as he and 

Walt's plans appear to be working, the letters set of a chain of events that upends everything 

Noah thought he knew about love, friendship, sacrifice, and fate. 

Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead HL940L   224 pages 

When Elwood Curtis, a black boy growing up in 1960s Tallahassee, is unfairly sentenced to a juvenile 

reformatory called the Nickel Academy, he finds himself trapped in a grotesque chamber of horrors. Elwood’s 

only salvation is his friendship with fellow “delinquent” Turner, which deepens despite Turner’s conviction 

that Elwood is hopelessly naive, that the world is crooked, and that the only way to survive is to scheme and 

avoid trouble. As life at the Academy becomes ever more perilous, the tension between Elwood’s ideals and 

Turner’s skepticism leads to a decision whose repercussions will echo down the decades. Based on a true 

story. 

Dear Justyce by Nic Stone HL780L 288 pages 

Nic Stone delivers an unflinching look into the flawed practices and silenced voices in the American juvenile 

justice system. Vernell La Quan Banks and Justyce McAllister grew up a block apart in the Southwest Atlanta 

neighborhood of Wynwood Heights. Years later, though, Justyce walks the illustrious halls of Yale University . 

. . and Quan sits behind bars at the Fulton Regional Youth Detention Center. Through a series of flashbacks, 

vignettes, and letters to Justyce--the protagonist of Dear Martin--Quan's story takes form. Troubles at home 

and misunderstandings at school give rise to police encounters and tough decisions. But then there's a dead 

cop and a weapon with Quan's prints on it. What leads a bright kid down a road to a murder charge? Not even 

Quan is sure. 


